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Instructor: Ado, Abdoulkadre | Ph.D. 

Class time & location: Tuesdays & Thursdays | 2pm to 5pm | ABB 271 

Office: Kenneth Taylor Hall | Room 436  

Office hours: Tuesdays & Thursdays | 12:45pm to 1:50pm | By appointment 

Contact: abdoulka@mcmaster.ca  

Website: Avenue to Learn 

 

Course Material 

Recommended book - International Trade by Robert C. Feenstra & Alan M. Taylor, 4th Ed. 

Although key points of this course will be covered following the economic perspective 

presented in this book, our main approach to its content will follow a business perspective. 

 

Course Description 

This course introduces the basis, consequences, and policies of international trade. It explores the 

multilateral trading system and institutions such as the World Trade Organization. This course 

presents basic theories of international trade. These theories will help understand the reasons why 

countries trade goods and services and firms invest abroad; the determinants of trade patterns; and 

the impact (both positive and negative) of trade on welfare and economic development. The 

insights of these theories will help address trade and investment policies among others. We will 

discuss questions such as: Do countries gain from trade? How much? Are there losers from trade? 

Why do countries adopt protectionist trade policies? What is WTO’s role? Why do countries sign 

preferential trade agreements? What are the political forces that shape trade policies? 

 

Calendar 

 

Week 1 May 1 & 3 Chap. 1 & Chap. 2 

Week 2 May 8 & 10 Chap. 3 & Chap. 4 

Week 3 May 15 & 17 Chap. 5 – Assign.1 Due (May 15) – Midterm (May 17) 

Week 4 May 22 & May 24 Chap. 6 

Week 5 May 29 & May 31 Chap. 7 & Chap. 8 

Week 6 June 5 & 7 Chap. 9 & Chap. 10 – Assign.2 Due (June 5) 

Week 7 June 12 & 14 Chap. 11 & Final exam (June 14) 
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Course Content 

Chapter 1: Trade in the Global Economy 

Chapter 2: Trade and Technology: The Ricardian Model 

Chapter 3: Gains and Losses from Trade in the Specific-Factors Model 

Chapter 4: Trade and Resources: The Heckscher-Ohlin Model 

Chapter 5: Movement of Labor and Capital Between Countries 

Chapter 6: Increasing Returns to Scale and Monopolistic Competition 

Chapter 7: Offshoring of Goods and Services 

Chapter 8: Import Tariffs and Quotas Under Perfect Competition 

Chapter 9: Import Tariffs and Quotas Under Imperfect Competition 

Chapter 10: Export Subsidies in Resource-Based and High-Technology Industries 

Chapter 11: International Agreements: Trade, Labor, and the Environment 

Note 

The professor reserves, when needed, the right to adjust this content as the semester progresses. 

 

Grading Scheme 

 

Assignment 1 (due May 15th) 10% 10% 

Assignment 2 (due June 5th) 10% 10% 

Midterm (Chap 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5) 30% 0% 

Exam (Cumulative) 50% 80% 

 

Note 

1. Any missed assignment requires an official justification. Weight then transferred to final exam. 

2. There will be no makeup assignments or makeup midterms. 

3. Assignments will not be accepted past their deadline. 

4. Assignments are to be handed in class on the due dates mentioned above. 

5. Each assignment must be submitted in both soft and hard copies.   
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Avenue to Learn (ATL) 

Everything you need to know will be posted on ATL. Course outline, information on assignment, 

exams, grades, and any important announcement will be posted there. It is your responsibility to 

check ATL regularly. No answers to assignments or mid-term will be posted on Avenue to 

Learn. These will only be given in class. 

Also, students should be aware that, when they access the electronic components of this course, 

private information such as first and last names, user names for the McMaster e-mail accounts, 

and program affiliation may become apparent to all other students in the same course. The 

available information is dependent on the technology used. Continuation in this course will be 

deemed consent to this disclosure. 

Academic Integrity 

You are expected to exhibit honesty and use ethical behaviour in all aspects of the learning process. 

Academic credentials you earn are rooted in principles of honesty and academic integrity. 

Academic dishonesty is to knowingly act or fail to act in a way that results or could result in 

unearned academic credit or advantage. This behaviour can result in serious consequences, e.g. the 

grade of zero on an assignment, loss of credit with a notation on the transcript (notation reads: 

Grade of F assigned for academic dishonesty), and/or suspension or expulsion from the university. 

It is your responsibility to understand what constitutes academic dishonesty. For information on 

the various types of academic dishonesty, please refer to the Academic Integrity Policy, located at 

www.mcmaster.ca/academicintegrity.  

Academic Accommodation of Students with Disabilities 

Students who require academic accommodation must contact Student Accessibility Services (SAS) 

to decide with a Program Coordinator. Academic accommodations must be arranged for each term 

of study. Student Accessibility Services can be contacted by phone 905-525-9140 ext. 28652 or e-

mail sas@mcmaster.ca. For further information, consult McMaster University’s Policy for 

Academic Accommodation of Students with Disabilities. 

MSAF 

-The McMaster Student Absence Reporting Form (MSAF) is available. It may be used once per 

term to report an absence for pieces of work worth 24% or less of your total grade. 

-Take your documentation to your faculty’s Associate Dean’s office within 3 days of missed work. 

-They will decide if you should be excused from the test, and if so, they will either notify me or 

allow you to use a special MSAF. 

-If you are excused, the weight of the test will be transferred to the final exam. 

Find details regarding the MSAF on the McMaster website: https://www.mcmaster.ca/msaf/.  

 

When emailing to the professor, make sure you always use your McMaster email account. 

 

Good luck! 

http://www.mcmaster.ca/academicintegrity
mailto:sas@mcmaster.ca
http://www.mcmaster.ca/policy/Students-AcademicStudies/AcademicAccommodation-StudentsWithDisabilities.pdf
http://www.mcmaster.ca/policy/Students-AcademicStudies/AcademicAccommodation-StudentsWithDisabilities.pdf
https://www.mcmaster.ca/msaf/

